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Annual Report 2025

Chairman’s Report

As we celebrate our 80th Anniversary, our thoughts naturally return to our founder, Mrs
Alice Street, who established the London Flower Lovers League in 1945. In the austere post-
war years, her vision to encourage schoolchildren to grow bulbs was both inspirational and
profoundly hopeful.

In 1948 she launched the Society’s first competition, growing daffodils to foster an early
interest in gardening. That simple idea remains central to our work today through our spring
bulb competition and wider seasonal growing activities.

Beyond her horticultural vision, Alice Street was instrumental in giving the Society stature
and lasting influence. Through our original link with the London Garden Society, she helped
secure our first Patron, HRH The Queen, later to become Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The
Queen Mother. Significantly, Her Majesty continued as our Patron even after the Society
formally separated from the London Garden Society, a testament both to Alice’s personal
influence and to the value placed upon the Society’s work.

This proud tradition of Patronage continued after her death with the appointment of The
Countess of Wessex, now HRH The Duchess of Edinburgh, as our Patron. It is a legacy of
leadership, advocacy and continuity for which Alice deserves particular recognition, and one
that continues to enhance the standing and reach of the Society today.

Over the years, London schools have participated enthusiastically in our competitions,
expanding the original concept into a broad educational programme. I am sure our founder
would be proud to know that the Society continues to introduce the magic of horticulture to
schools across London.

Our annual awards presentation at Guildhall, often attended by our President Alan
Titchmarsh and representatives of the Worshipful Company of Gardeners, remains a
highlight of the year, with trophies presented to 27 schools and some 200 young participants.

The success of our programme depends upon careful organisation. Our Administrator
coordinates our voluntary judges, while results are diligently managed by our Director,
ensuring the smooth running of our competitions.

To mark our 80th Anniversary, the Society plans to launch several new funding initiatives,
with winners to be presented at the 2026 Presentation Event. The Society remains firmly
committed to our founder’s vision, and we are deeply grateful to our Committee members,
sponsors and donors for their continued support.

It is a great pleasure as Chairman to celebrate this important milestone, and I am confident
the Society will continue to flourish, inspiring future generations through our competitions.

Nicholas Evans
Chairman and Trustee



Director’s Report

2025 marks a significant milestone as we celebrate the Society’s 80th anniversary. To
commemorate this, we hosted a Garden Party at Lullingstone Castle in September, where
Tom Hart-Dyke led guests on an engaging tour of the World Garden he created, followed
by an inspiring talk.

Despite ongoing funding challenges faced by small charities, we successfully delivered all
core activities this year. While our budget ended in deficit, the commitment of our supporters
ensured uninterrupted programmes. Rising operational costs, including increased staff pay
due to National Minimum Wage uplifts and higher postage and utilities expenses, remain a
challenge. We are deeply grateful to our donors, particularly the Worshipful Company of
Gardeners, whose grant allowed us to offer additional discounts on bulb and seed orders,
contributing to increased school entries for the Spring and Summer Competitions.

The Annual Award Ceremony at the London Guildhall was a highlight, with prizes presented
by our President Alan Titchmarsh CBE and Alderman Robert Howard, Master of the
Worshipful Company of Gardeners.

We were saddened by the passing of Janet Gotch, a long-standing committee member and
devoted supporter, whose warmth and dedication will be greatly missed. Many Society
representatives attended her funeral to pay respects.

This year also marked the conclusion of our Planting in the Playground project. In honour
of our anniversary, we are developing new initiatives inviting schools to apply for funding
for innovative gardening projects, fostering a love of horticulture among young people.

I extend sincere thanks to all our donors (see page 8), especially the Patrick & Helena Frost
Foundation for their continued generosity. My heartfelt gratitude also goes to our staff,
volunteers, friends, and committee members, your dedication underpins all that we achieve.

Emma-Jane McGrath
Director

Spring Bulb Competition

Entries for the 2025 Spring Bulb Competition saw a welcome increase, with 78 schools
taking part compared with 71 last year. Just over 9,500 bulbs were sold, and there was a
notable rise in orders for pots and vases, which grew from 1,200 to 3,200. This year, we
were also delighted to donate £390 worth of free bulbs, made possible through a generous
grant from the Worshipful Company of Gardeners, along with free postage on all school
orders. The Society extends its sincere thanks to all participating schools and especially to
the children, teachers, and staff, for their enthusiasm and commitment to this year’s
competition.

Summer and School Garden Competitions

Participation in the 2025 Summer and School Garden Competitions continued to grow, with
112 schools taking part compared with 104 last year. This year, we supplied 4,200 packets
of seeds to participating schools, with sunflower seeds once again proving to be the most




popular choice. We were also delighted to donate £1,120 worth of free seeds, made possible
again through a generous grant from the Worshipful Company of Gardeners, alongside free
postage on all school orders. The Society extends its sincere thanks to all our volunteers,
who generously gave their time to visit schools, judge the children’s work, and provide
valuable feedback. Their dedication remains essential to the success of these competitions.

Trophy Ceremony

The 2025 Trophy Ceremony was held in the Livery Hall at the Guildhall, and we extend our
sincere thanks to the Chief Commoner, the Lady Mayor, and the Remembrancer’s Office
for kindly granting us the use of this magnificent venue.

Twenty-seven winning schools attended this year’s celebration, where awards were
presented by our President, Alan Titchmarsh CBE, and Master Gardener Alderman Robert
Howard. The Volunteer of the Year award was presented to long-standing judge Penny
Pocock, in recognition of her many years of dedicated service, including visiting schools
and judging on behalf of the Society.

We would also like to offer special thanks to representatives from The Royal Parks for
showcasing their activities and contributing to the success of the event.

Design our Annual Report Front Cover Competition

In the autumn term, we launched the 2025 Front Cover Competition, inviting schoolchildren
across London to create the design for this year’s Annual Report cover. The response was
outstanding, with hundreds of entries submitted, making the judging process both exciting
and challenging.

We are delighted to announce that the overall winner is Fasiya Enayathulla, aged 8, from
Uphall Primary School in Ilford. Fasiya’s vibrant and imaginative design is proudly featured
on the front cover of this report and is also available to view on our website.

London Children’s Flower Society Friends’ Group

As already noted, 2025 marked the 80th anniversary of our charity, founded by Alice Street
from her home in Orpington, before the Society later established its office in Orpington High
Street, premises that we continue to occupy today. Although the Friends Group has a shorter
history, having been established a decade ago, it plays a vital role in recognising and
supporting our dedicated volunteer judges and supporters of LCFS. I would like to extend

my sincere thanks to them all, and in particular to Friends Group Administrator, Natalie.

To mark this special anniversary year, we held a garden party at the World Garden at
Lullingstone, which included a guided tour led by Tom Hart Dyke, who shared fascinating
insights into the origins and development of the garden. This was followed by refreshments
in the marquee, kindly provided by the World Garden staff, and a splendid cake to
commemorate our 80th anniversary. Although not all Friends were able to attend, the event
was well supported despite the unseasonably poor weather. Once again, this occasion would
not have been possible without the excellent behind-the-scenes organisation by Emma and
Natalie.



The year concluded with our Trophy Ceremony at the Guildhall, where we were delighted
to welcome our President, Alan Titchmarsh, and the Master of the Worshipful Company of
Gardeners, Robert Howard, who presented prizes to the many enthusiastic children, together
with their teachers and school helpers.

Members will recall that last year the Friends Group visited Coolings Garden Centre in
Knockholt, Kent, where we enjoyed an informative tour led by Ian Hazon, Production and
Operations Director. We are now pleased to welcome Ian as a member of our Executive
Committee, and we greatly value the experience and horticultural knowledge he brings.
Coolings has long been a most supportive partner of the Society.

We are currently considering arrangements for the 2026 Friends Group meeting and will
announce the venue in due course. We look forward to 2026 and to your continued support
and we hope to see you again soon.

As a Member of the Friends Group you receive the following benefits

Organised Horticultural Visits

Invitation to our Friends Group Annual Event

Regular Newsletters

Invitation to the Society’s Annual Trophy Ceremony at The London Guildhall

If you would like to become a member of the Friends’ group, please contact our
Administrator Natalie Hedderman at londonchildrensflowersociety@outlook.com or 01689
821288.

Phil Webb
Chairman, Friends Group

Financial Report 2025

The Society continues to rely on the generosity of our donors, and we remain deeply grateful
to all who support our work. Their contributions enable us to provide London schoolchildren
with opportunities to learn about horticulture and to enhance their local environments
through our annual spring and summer competitions.

For the year ended 31 August 2025, total incoming resources were £26,294, a decrease from
the prior year (2024: £43,699). This reduction reflects the significant legacy income received
in the previous year. Donations and legacies amounted to £18,055, with £2,900 relating to
restricted funds. Interest received increased to £2,310, reflecting improved deposit
conditions.

Expenditure for the year totalled £32,812 (2024: £31,716). Of this, £26,485 related to
charitable activities, including our spring and summer competitions, and £4,662 to costs of
generating voluntary income. Governance expenditure amounted to £1,665. The resulting
net movement in funds is a deficit of £6,518, leaving year-end total funds available of
£55,908.


mailto:londonchildrensflowersociety@outlook.com

School engagement remains strong: in 2025, certificates were awarded in 186 schools, and
27 Gold Award winners were recognised at our Annual Award Ceremony at the London
Guildhall. Our work is supported by a team of volunteer judges, whose time and dedication
remain vital to the success of our competitions.

Reserves continue to be managed prudently. The Society holds sufficient unrestricted funds
to operate for approximately 18 months, maintaining resilience in the face of financial
uncertainties.

This year marks our 80th Anniversary, a milestone celebrated at a Garden Party held at the
Lullingstone World Garden in September 2025. We remain grateful for the continued
support of donors and volunteers, whose contributions ensure that the Society can inspire
young people and foster a lifelong appreciation of the natural world.

Sophie Woodburn
Hon treasurer

2025 ;g?sl Total resources expended
Total
funds
8 [ i £
ncoming resources .

18,055 Donations and legacies (:ITS‘S d:?cﬂ)'
5,834 Charitable activities allocated to
2,310 Interest receivable 1082 ;:2:';‘95

95 Friends Group 2:473 Bulbe
i i 9,450 Staff cosls
26,294 Total incoming resources Trophy ceremony
398  costs
Resources expended Trophy ceremony
Costs of raising funds: 968  prizes
Cost of generating voluntary 780 An:_co_unlancy
4,662 Income Printing and
338 stationery
4,662 237 Council Luncheon
. Friends Group
Charitable activities: E—

11,063 Summer competition 15,726

13,264 Spring competition —

2,158 Planting in the playground Support costs
allocated to

26,485 activities

8,850 Staff costs
1,665 Governance costs 792  Postage
521 Stationery
32,812 Total resources expended 1,000 Insurance
120 Website
(6,518) Net (expenditure)/income 940 Telephone
4,536 Rent and rates
- Transfers between funds 186  Sundry
Net movement in funds for the 62  Travelling
(6,518) year 79 Office equipment
62,426 Fund balances brought forward 17,086

55,908 Fund balances carried forward 32,812

Copies of the full financial statements are available from the Society’s Office



History

The London Flower Lovers League was established in 1945, shortly after the
Second World War, as an offshoot of the London Gardens Society. Founded by
Mrs. Alice Street, its first Chairman for 17 years, the organisation set out to
inspire a love of gardening among London’s children.

One of its earliest initiatives was a city-wide daffodil competition, open to all
London schools. Children were encouraged to grow bulbs in pots, on
windowsills, or anywhere with good light, with medallions and certificates
awarded for their efforts.

Following the death of Alice Street in 1966, operations moved from her home to
new premises in Orpington, where the Society continues to be based. In 1967, a
plaque was installed in Peckham Rye Park in her memory, and the League was
formally registered as a charity.

In 1975, the organisation adopted its current name: The London Children’s
Flower Society.

The daffodil competition grew rapidly, at one point distributing up to 100,000
bulbs each autumn. Volunteers would then judge the children’s flowers each
spring. Due to increasing demand, a summer competition was later introduced,
initially featuring nasturtiums and candytuft and eventually expanding to include
a wide range of annuals, vegetables, and herbs that flower or fruit during the
school term.

As schools sought recognition for their wider gardening efforts, a dedicated
garden competition was also launched.

In 1990, the Society faced the threat of closure following the abolition of the
Inner London Education Authority and the loss of its £11,000 grant. Since then,
funding has been sustained through annual fundraising, supported primarily by
charitable trusts, private donors, and grant-making bodies.

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother served as Patron until her
passing in 2002. In 2004, HRH The Duchess of Edinburgh became Patron,
continuing the tradition of visiting schools and presenting awards on behalf of
the Society.



We thank everyone who has kindly helped us, and we are
especially grateful to the following for donations, grants and
sponsorship during the financial year:

All Saints Church, Children’s Charity
Mr & Mrs Ballard
The Cleary Foundation
Cooling’s Garden Centre
Timothy Franey Foundation
Patrick & Helena Frost Foundation
Worshipful Company of Gardeners
Valerie Sonn

TK Maxx Foundation

Toby Webb



TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2025
CUP WINNERS 2025

THE F E CLEARY CHALLENGE CUP
(Spring Bulb - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Kings Oak School, Greenwich

THE SUMMER FLOWER GROWING AWARD
(Summer Seed - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
The Brook School, Haringey

THE FIONA TROPHY
(Summer Seed - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
JSK Special School, Newham

THE PATRICIA CHALLENGE CUP
(School garden of greatest educational value)
Award and a goody bag
Baston House School, Bromley

THE ALICE STREET TROPHY
(Summer Garden, Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Marjorie McClure School, Bromley

THE NELLIE WATSON CHALLENGE CUP
(Spring Bulb - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Abbey Community Centre Creche, Camden

THE ELIZABETHAN TROPHY
(Spring Bulb growing - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Chelsea Open Air Nursery, Kensington



CUP WINNERS 2025 CONT’D

THE CHAIRMAN’S CUP
(Best Garden for Wildlife)
Award and a goody bag
Trafalgar Early Years, Richmond

THE ALICE STREET PERPETUAL CUP
(Best Display of Spring Bulbs)
£400 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden
Walnut Tree Walk Primary School, Lambeth

THE CRANFIELD TROPHY
(Runner up to Best Display of Spring Bulbs)
£100 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden
Crofton Junior School, Bromley

THE LONGMAN CUP
(Spring Bulb - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Pooles Park Primary School, Islington

THE ROSEMARY ANN CHALLENGE CUP
(Spring Bulb - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
St Leonards Primary School, Lambeth

THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER’S AWARD
(Best Display of Summer Seeds - Flowers/Vegetables)
Educational visit to The Lookout Discovery Centre in Hyde Park
Edward Wilson Primary School, Westminster

THE L C LAWS TROPHY
(Summer Seed - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Perry Hall Primary, Bromley




CUP WINNERS 2025 CONT’D

THE SHEWELL-COOPER AWARD
(Summer Seed - For the growing of vegetables)
Award and a goody bag
Wellington Primary School, Tower Hamlets

THE WHITLOCK CHALLENGE CUP
(Summer Seed - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Whybridge Junior School, Havering

THE QUEEN ELIZABETH CUP
(Best School Garden Award)
£400 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden
Warren Road Primary School, Bromley

THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF GARDENERS AWARD
(Runner up to Best School Garden Award)
£100 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden
Maryland Primary School, Newham

THE ALAN TITCHMARSH AWARD
(For the most environmentally friendly School Garden)
Award and a goody bag
Robert Blair Primary School, Islington

THE MERIAL GOLLIN CHALLENGE CUP
(School Garden achieved under most difficult conditions)
Award and a goody bag
St Aidan’s VC Primary School, Haringey

THE FLOWER BOX TROPHY
(Summer Garden - Highly Commended)
Award and a goody bag
Canary Wharf College, Tower Hamlets




CUP WINNERS 2025 CONT’D
SPECIAL AWARDS

THE FIRST TIME CUP
For first time entry in one of our competitions
Award and a goody bag
Biggin Hill Primary School, Bromley

THE DE LUZY CHALLENGE CUP
Learning Through Gardening Award
Award and a goody bag
(For their entry in our Spring Competition)
Cranbrook Primary School, Redbridge

THE EDITH HUNTER CHALLENGE SHIELD
School Gardening Champions Award
Award and a goody bag
(For their entry in our Summer Garden Competition)
Eltham CE Primary School, Greenwich

THE DISPLAY CUP
Dedication to Growing Award
Award and a goody bag
(For their entry in our Summer Seed Competition)
St John’s & St Clements’s CE Primary School, Southwark

THE LUCY WATSON MEMORIAL BOWL
Green Fingers Award
Award and goody bag
(For their entry in our Summer Garden Competition)
St Mark’s CE Primary School, Islington

THE PERSEVERANCE SHIELD
(For Excellent Progress in all THREE Competitions)
Award and a goody bag
Wickham Common Primary School, Bromley

THE GORDON DENNEY CUP
(Volunteer of the Year - Outstanding Contribution to LCFS)
Award and a goody bag
Penny Pocock




AWARDS IN 2025

Abbreviations used:-

D — Daffodil / Hyacinth Competition GMC — Gold Medal Certificate
S — Summer Competition SMC - Silver Medal Certificate
G — Garden Competition BMC — Bronze Medal Certificate

LONDON BOROUGH OF BARKING & DAGENHAM
Valence Primary School (Bonham Site) D.GMC, S.SMC, G.GMC

LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET

Foulds School D.GMC, S.SMC, G.SMC
Courtland School S.BMC, G.BMC
St Catherines Catholic School G.GMC, S.GMC
Trinity CofE Secondary School S.GMC, G.GMC
LONDON BOROUGH OF BEXLEY

St Catherines Catholic College D.GMC
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School D.GMC
Trinity Church of England School D.GMC
St Peter Chanel RC Primary School D.SMC

LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT

Living Spring Montessori Nursery D.GMC, S.GMC G.GMC
The Village School S.GMC, D.GMC
Manor School S.BMC, G.SMC
LONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEY

Biggin Hill Primary School D.GMC
Riverside Beckenham D.GMC, S.SMC, G.SMC
St James RC Primary School D.GMC
Crofton Junior School D.GMC
Perry Hall Primary School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
Riverside School (Special needs) G.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
Alexandra Infant School S.SMC, G.SMC
St James RC Primary School S.GMC, D.GMC
Baston House School S.GMC, G.GMC
Wickham Common Primary School D.GMC, S.GMC G.GMC
Majorie McClure School S.GMC, G.GMC
Warren Road Primary School S.GMC, G.GMC
LONDON BOROUGH OF CAMDEN

The Mulberry House School D.BMC
Caversham Nursery D.GMC

Abbey Community Centre Creche D.GMC



LONDON BOROUGH OF CROYDON
Rutherford School
Rockmount Primary School

LONDON BOROUGH OF ENFIELD
Tottenhall Infant School

ROYAL BOROUGH OF GREENWICH
Bannockburn School

Gordon Primary School

Eltham CE Primary School

Kings Oak SEMH Secondary School
Eltham CE Primary School

St Thomas More Comprehensive

LONDON BOROUGH OF HACKNEY
Orchard Primary School

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH
Larmenier & Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School
Jack Tizard School

The Hurlingham Academy

LONDON BOROUGH OF HARINGEY
Tree House School

Lea Valley Primary School

Lancasterian Primary School

The Brook on Broadwaters School

St Aidan’s VC Primary School

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAVERING
Engayne Primary School

Drapers Academy

Whybridge Junior School

LONDON BOROUGH OF HOUNSLOW
Marjory Kinnon School

High Oaks School (Oaklands)

Springwest Academy

D.BMC, S.BMC, G.BMC
D.SMC, S.GMC, G.GMC

S.GMC, G.GMC

D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
D.SMC

S.SMC

D.GMC, S.SMC, G.SMC
S.SMC, G.GMC

D.GMC, S.SMC

S.BMC, G.BMC

D.SMC, S.SMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
D.SMC, S.SMC, G.GMC
S.SMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
S.SMC, G.SMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

S.SMC, G.SMC
S.SMC, G.SMC
S.SMC, G.SMC



LONDON BOROUGH OF ISLINGTON
Hargrave Park Primary School

Pooles Park Primary School

Robert Blair Primary School

St Lukes CE Primary School

St Josephs Catholic Primary School

St Marks Primary School

ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON & CHELSEA
Chelsea Open Air Nursery

LONDON BOROUGH OF LAMBETH
St Leonards Primary School

Walnut Tree Walk Primary School
Hitherfield Primary School

Dunraven Primary School

Ashmole Primary School

Holmewood Nursery School

LONDON BOROUGH OF LEWISHAM
Marvels Lane Primary School

LONDON BOROUGH OF NEWHAM
Maryland Primary School

JFK Special School

Carpenters Primary School

Portway Primary School

Selwyn Primary School

LONDON BOROUGH OF REDBRIDGE
Nightingale Primary School

Mayes Park Primary School

Newbridge Upper School

LONDON BOROUGH OF RICHMOND
Trafalgar Schools Federation (Infant Site)
Trafalgar Schools Federation (Earley Years Centre)

LONDON BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK
Hollydale Primary School

Tuke Sen SLD

Nell Gwynn Nursery

St Johns & St Clements Primary School

St Joseph’s Camberwell Catholic Inf & Jun Sch
Surrey Square Primary School

John Donne Primary School

S.GMC, G.GMC
D.GMC, S.SMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
D.SMC, S.SMC, G.SMC
D.SMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC

D.GMC

D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

G.GMC

S.SMC, G.SMC

S.GMC, G.GMC

D.SMC

G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.SMC, G.SMC
S.SMC, G.SMC
S.SMC, G.SMC

S.BMC, G.SMC
S.GMC, G.SMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

S.BMC, G.BMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

D.SMC

D.SMC

D.SMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC
D.GMC

S.SMC

S.GMC, G.SMC



LONDON BOROUGH OF SUTTON
Wandle Valley Academy

LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS
Canary Wharf College

Chisenhale Primary School
Christchurch Primary School

Cubitt Town Primary School

John Scurr Primary School

Osmani Primary School

Pheonix Upper School

Pheonix Primary School

St Paul with St Luke Primary School
Wellington Primary School

LONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM FOREST
Holy Family Catholic & Sixth Form

LONDON BOROUGH OF WANDSWORTH
Riversdale Primary School

Linden Lodge School

Paddock Middle School

CITY OF WESTMINSTER
The Greycoat Hospital School
Edward Wilson Primary School

S.SMC, G.SMC

S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

D.GMC

G.GMC

D.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC
S.GMC, G.GMC

S.SMC, G.SMC

S.SMC, G.SMC
S.SMC
G.SMC

S.BMC
S.GMC, G.GMC



(Below) Pupils and Teachers from Cranbrook Primary School receiving their trophy at the Awards Ceremony 2025 (Photographer Sarah Bailey)




All Trophy winning schools 2025 Annual Awards Ceremony (Photographer Sarah Bailey)

Growing the Future




