
 

 

 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Front cover: Rockmount Primary receiving trophy at Annual Awards Ceremony (Photographer Peter Holland) 
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Annual Report 2021 

 
 

Chairmanôs Report 
Over the last 20 plus months we have all been affected by the challenges presented by the Covid pandemic. Those 

challenges have also cascaded into Society life and in some cases seriously impacted on delivery and financial security. 

Fortunately, with prudent management of our affairs by our Director and staff and continued support by our generous Sponsors 

the Society, despite a reduction of income from our annual activities have weathered those challenges well.   

 

So, after all the difficulties, it was very gratifying we were able stage our annual awards Ceremony at Guildhall in October 

2021 with a record number of schools attending.  With happy children receiving their prizes and Trophies from our President 

Alan Titchmarsh and the Master Gardener Peter Waine. 

 

Given the many challenges all schools have faced during these difficult times it was an opportunity to reflect on the childrenôs 

horticultural achievements and the benefits such activity brings with growing bulbs and plants and vegetables from seed in 

their learning environments. 

 

It is this enthusiasm and efforts generated by school staff that can make and influence life changes with all pupils through 

Horticultural activity. So, we look forward to continuing our engagement to support our existing schools and going forward 

helping many more new schools in the Greater London area, through our new project called óPlanting in the Playgroundô.  The 

project launched January 2022 with the support from Jack Petchey Foundation.   The Society therefore looks forward to 

furthering the Societies objectives and encouraging many more young people to discover the marvels of growing plants. 

   

Nicholas Evans 

Chairman and Trustee 

 

Directorôs Report 
Unfortunately, 2021 continued to be a year of lockdowns and disruptions due to COVID.  Despite this the Society continued 

to deliver its core activities and was able to run both the Spring and Summer Competitions.  We are hopeful that 2022 normality 

will resume, and we can encourage more schools to find new ways to fund their gardening projects and take part, as we see 

the positive impact it has on the children involved.   

 

It was wonderful to run our Annual Prize Giving Ceremony at the London Guildhall, after the disappointment of cancelling in 

2020.  It truly was a joyous event with a fantastic attendance from schools, volunteers and our supporters, the prizes were 

presented by our President Mr Alan Titchmarsh and Master Gardener Peter Waine.   

 

I would like to say thank you to all our donors over the past year (see page 5), a special mention to our two biggest supporters 

the Patrick & Helena Frost Foundation and the Worshipful Company of Gardeners, we appreciate their continued support.  I 

would also like to thank staff, volunteers and Council members for their time, resources, and support, we really couldnôt do 

what we do without you all.    

 

A special mention to our administrator Elizabeth Lee, who after nearly four years, has decided to move on to pastures new.  

She will be missed, and we wish her all the best for the future.  We welcome two new administrators joining us in January 

2022, Katrina Buick and Joanne Thomas, we look forward to working with them.  

      Emma-Jane McGrath 

Director  

 

Spring Bulb Competition  
Entries for the 2021 Spring Bulb Competition were down significantly on the previous years with only 89 schools entering, 

not surprising considering a second lockdown was about to be announced.  Schools ordered nearly 11,000 bulbs.  We 

donated £1,113 worth of free bulbs to our special needs schools this year, up on previous years.  The Society would like to 

thank each of the schools, the children, and the teachers/staff for taking part in this yearôs competition.  

 

Summer and School Garden Competitions 
2021 saw 97 Schools entering the competition, which was down on last year.  The fact the country was in its third lockdown 

when we launched the competition and schools were closed (other than key-worker children) until March 2021, we were happy 

to get this level of orders.  This year we sold over 4500 packets of seeds; Sunflower seeds were again the favourite.   

 

We were pleased to support 25 special needs schools providing them with a total of £470 worth of free seeds.  Fortunately, 

many schools were able to welcome back our volunteers to come and judge the childrenôs efforts and those that couldnôt, 

judged remotely from photographs provided by the schools.  We would like to thank all our Volunteers for taking the time to 

visit the schools on our behalf and judging the childrenôs efforts.  

 

  



Trophy Ceremony 
The 2021 Trophy Ceremony was held in the Livery Hall at the Guildhall and once again we would very much like to thank 

the Chief Commoner, Mr Brian Mooney and the Remembrancerôs office for allowing us to use this fantastic space. This year 

26 schools attended, and the awards were presented by our President Mr Alan Titchmarsh and Master of the Worshipful 

Company of Gardeners, Peter Waine.  We elected for a less formal event this year and removed the stage and shortened the 

format, which worked much better for the children, and we received lots of positive feedback from attendees.  Special thanks 

to Mr Butler for the bulb planting demonstration.  

 

Design our Christmas Card Competition  
In the autumn we launched our Design our Christmas Card Competition 2021, we invited school children across London to 

design the Societyôs card that is sent out to all our Supporters.   The response was amazing and with over 900 hundred of 

entries to judge! We had a really difficult task of picking our winners, but eventually a decision was reached, and the winning 

entry was by Tejasvi Kathir (Aged 8) from Valence Primary School, Dagenham. 

Planting in the Playground Project 

The Society decided to launch a new Planting in the Playground Project, where we would identify Schools across 

London that are in desperate need for our help in setting up a green space for growing.   We secured funding from 

the Jack Petchey Foundation and will launch the project in affiliation with them in January 2022, to find 30 

Secondary or Special Needs schools in the London Boroughs.  The schools will be supplied with a planter, soil, 

gardening tools, gardening guidebook, seeds/bulbs and our support for three years.   

 

 

London Childrenôs Flower Society Friendsô Group 
Hello Friends, Another year has passed us by and no meeting. However, with the future looking brighter we hope to have a 

meeting in 2022. Details will be coming up. 

I hope you all have had a safe year and look forward to what this year brings. If any friends are also judges, then if any of 

your schools have dropped out try and persuade them it is now safe to put their heads over the parapet and invite us in to 

judge their efforts. I know that I have missed visiting them and talking to the children about their efforts to produce a flower 

from either the summer competition or the spring bulb. Here is to a better, brighter future.  See you as many as you can make 

it this year at the AGM. 

As a Member of the Friends Group you will receive the following benefits; 

¶ Organised Horticultural Visits 

¶ Invitation to our AGM 

¶ Regular Newsletters 

¶ Invitation to the Societyôs Annual Trophy Ceremony at The London Guildhall 

 

If you would like to become a member of the Friendsô group, please contact Joanne Thomas, Administrator at 

info.lcfs@btconnect.com or 01689 821288. 

Phil Webb, Chairman Friends Group 

  

mailto:info.lcfs@btconnect.com


 

 

History  
 
¶ The London Flower Lovers League was founded after the Second world War, in 1945 as an offshoot of the 

London Gardens Society. 

¶ Started by Mrs Alice Street from Orpington, who became the first Chairman and remained in that position for 17 

years.  

¶ It was decided to start a daffodil competition open to all schools in London where children would grow the bulbs 

in pots, on a window ledge, or any space that had good light.  

¶ The children would be given the bulbs and a set of simple instructions on how to plant and grow them.  

¶ Prizes would be offered such as medallions and certificates.  

¶ Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother was the Societyôs Patron until her demise in 2002.  

¶ After Alice Street passed away in 1966, the whole operation was moved from her home to premises in Orpington 

where it still runs from, to this day. 

¶ In 1967 a plaque was erected Peckham Rye Park with the inscription: 

ñIn memory of Alice K Street MBE Founder of the London Flower Lovers League 

Who devoted much of her life to encouraging the interest of London school children in Flowers, window boxes and 

gardensò 

 

¶ In 1967 the League was registered as a charity. 

¶ In 1975 the name was changed to The London Childrenôs Flower Society. 

¶ The competition grew far beyond anyoneôs dream and at one stage up to 100,000 bulbs were sent out each autumn 

and returned to be judged in the Spring by our Volunteers. 

¶ A summer competition was introduced after much demand.  Originally restricted to just nasturtiums and candytuft, 

it has grown to include many other annuals that flower/fruit in school time. 

¶ Later schools wanted to be recognised for their flower beds and therefore a garden competition was started.   

¶ In 1990 the society was threatened with closure because of the demise of the Inner London Education Authority 

and its £11,000 grant.  Funding must be found each year, mainly from grants and donations from private 

individuals and Charitable Trusts.  

¶ After the death of the Queen Mother the royal patronage was taken over by the Duchess of Wessex in 2004 who 

carries on the tradition of visiting schools and talking to pupils. 

  



 

 

We thank everyone who has kindly helped us and we are especially grateful to the following for donations, 

grants and sponsorship during the financial year: 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Church, Childrenõs Charity 

Mr N Butler  
Mr N A Chalmers  

 
The Cleary Foundation  

Clemence Charitable Trust  

Coolingõs Garden Centre 
 

Mr & Mrs Cousins  

Mr G H Denney  
Patrick & Helena Frost Foundation  

 
Mrs Janet Gotch  
Ms A McAtamney  

Lubricators Charitable Trust LXIX  
 

Royal Parks Guild  
The Tanner Trust  

 Worshipful Company of Gardeners  

 
  



 
 

 

 

 
 

Poem by Faryal Mi (Year 5), Uphall Primary, Ilford 

  



Financial Report 2020/21 
 

We are greatly indebted to our very generous benefactors for their donations to the Society without which we would be unable 

to operate. There has been a slight reduction in the donations which the Society received this year. The Covid pandemic 

affected the entries to the competitions which reduced our income but also the expenses in running these. We have reduced 

the number of staff to two whilst party increasing the hours worked to compensate. Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Trophy 

Ceremony in 2020 because of the pandemic. As a result of these factors, we have been able to make a small surplus of £750 

in the year, the first surplus for more than five years. Whilst we cautiously get back to normal after the pandemic, we look 

forward to reinstating the Trophy Ceremony in 2021. The work of the Society in encouraging children to appreciate their 

environment and improve it by growing flowers and vegetables will be even more important. We continue to seek new funding 

sources to ensure that we maintain and increase the number of schools participating in our competitions.      

Raymond Cousins,  

Hon treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incoming Resources   £   Resources Expended  £ £ 

     

Donations    £20,322   Establishment & Office 

       Office Equipment  60 

       PC Upgrade/Website 115 

Income from Charitable Activities    Insurance  680 

    6,134   Printing & Stationery  274 

       Postage & Telephone 848 

       Advertising   - 

 ̀       Rent, Rates, Light & Heat 2,553 

       Staff Payments  5,172 

       Sundry    204 

       Travel   - 

          9,906 

         

Gift Aid     356   Direct Charitable Expenditure  

       Spring Competition Bulbs 3,218 

Bank Interest   381   Summer Comp Seeds  1,058 

       Trophy Ceremony  442 

Other    102   Prizes   - 

       Friends Group  - 

   Total  27,295   Printing & Stationery  475 

       Postage    1,029 

       Staff Payments  9,606 15,934 

        

       Governance Costs  700 

         Total   26,540 

Movements in General Fund  

 

Balance        Balance  

Brought forward  Income  Expenditure Carried Forward 

54,574   27,295  (26,540)  55,329 

 

/ƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ  



TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2021  

 
 

THE SPRING BULB COMPETITION  
 

THE ALICE STREET PERPETUAL CUP 

(Best Display of Spring Bulbs) 

£400 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden  

Bannockburn Primary School, Greenwich 

 

 

THE CRANFIELD TROPHY 

(Runner up to Best Display of Spring Bulbs) 

£100 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden 

St James RC Primary School, Bromley 

 

 

THE NELLIE WATSON CHALLENGE CUP 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

St Markôs CE Primary School, Islington 

 

 

THE ROSEMARY ANN CHALLENGE CUP 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

St John the Divine CE Primary School, Lambeth 

 

 

THE LONGMAN CUP 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Hitherfield Primary School, Lambeth 

 

 

THE ELIZABETHAN TROPHY 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Churchfields Primary School, Bromley 

 

 

THE F E CLEARY CHALLENGE CUP  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

The Village School, Brent 

 
ef 

  



TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2021 
 

 

THE SCHOOL GARDEN COMPETITION  

 

THE QUEEN ELIZABETH CUP 

(Best School Garden Award)  

£400 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden  

Mayespark Primary School, Redbridge 

 

THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF GARDENERS AWARD  

(Runner up to Best School Garden Award)  

£100 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden 

St Boniface RC Primary School, Wandsworth 

 

THE CHAIRMANôS CUP  

(Best Garden for Wildlife) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Meadlands Primary School, Richmond 

 

THE ALAN TITCHMARSH AWARD 

(For the most environmentally friendly garden)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Bevington Primary School, Kensington & Chelsea 

 

THE PATRICIA CHALLENGE CUP 

(School garden of greatest educational value)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Alderbrook Primary School, Wandsworth 

 

THE MERIAL GOLLIN CHALLENGE CUP  

(Best garden achieved under most difficult conditions) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Nell Gwynn Nursery School, Southwark 

 

THE ALICE STREET TROPHY 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

BSAT Manor School, Brent 

 

THE FLOWER BOX TROPHY  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Pooles Park Primary School, Islington 

 
ef 

 



TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2021 

 

 

THE SUMMER COMPETITION  
 

THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTERôS AWARD 

(Best Display of Summer Seeds ï Flowers/Vegetables) 

Educational visit to the The LookOut Discovery Centre in Hyde Park 

Marlborough Primary School, Kensington & Chelsea 

 

 

THE SHEWELL-COOPER AWARD 

(For the growing of vegetables)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

St Josephôs RC Primary School, Islington 

 

 

THE SUMMER FLOWER GROWING AWARD  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Tottenhall Infant School, Enfield 

 

 

THE WHITLOCK CHALLENGE CUP  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Living Spring Montessori Nursery, Brent 

 

 

THE L C LAWS TROPHY  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Woodfield School, Brent 

 

 

THE FIONA TROPHY 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

The Vale School, Haringey 

 
ef 

 

 

  



TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2021 

 

 

SPECIAL AWARDS  
 

THE FIRST TIME CUP  

(For first time entry in one of our competitions) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Elm Wood Primary School, Lambeth 

(For their entry in our Summer Competition) 

 

 

THE PERSEVERANCE SHIELD 

(For progress in all 3 Competitions) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Rockmount Primary School, Croydon 

 

 

THE DE LUZY CHALLENGE CUP  

(For any school in Southwark entering any competition) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Hollydale Primary School, Southwark 

(For their entry in our Spring and Summer Competitions) 

 

 

THE EDITH HUNTER CHALLENGE SHIELD  

(For any school in Lewisham entering any competition) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Kilmorie Primary School, Lewisham 

(For their entry in our Summer Competition) 

 

 

THE DISPLAY CUP 

(For any South London School entering any competition) 

 £20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

St Leonards CE Primary School, Lambeth 

(For their entry in our Spring and Summer Competitions) 

 

 

THE LUCY WATSON MEMORIAL BOWL 

(For any North London School entering any competition) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Hazelwood Primary School, Enfield 

(For their entry in our Spring Competition) 

 
ef 

  



AWARDS IN 2021 
 

Abbreviations used:- 
D ï Daffodil / Hyacinth Competition 

S ï Summer Competition  
G ï Garden Competition 

 

GMC ï Gold Medal Certificate 

SMC ï Silver Medal Certificate 
BMC ï Bronze Medal Certificate 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET  

Courtland School G.SMC 

Foulds School D.GMC, S.SMC, G.GMC, 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT   

BSAT Manor School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

Living Spring Montessori Nursery D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

The Village School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

Woodfield School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEY   

Churchfields Primary School D.GMC 

Drumbeat School ï Bromley Site S. GMC 

Marian Vian Primary School D.SMC 

Penge Community Pre-School D.SMC 

Pickhurst Junior Academy S.SMC, G.SMC 

Poverest Primary School D.SMC 

St. James RC Primary School D.GMC, G.GMC 

St. Peter & St. Paul Catholic Primary Academy G.SMC 

Warren Road Primary School G.SMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF CROYDON   

Rockmount Primary School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

Winterbourne Junior Girlsô School D.SMC 

 

LONDON BOROUGH OF ENFIELD  

 

Hazelwood Schools Infant & Junior D.GMC 

Tottenhall Infant School S.GMC, G.GMC 

  

ROYAL BOROUGH OF GREENWICH   

Alderwood Primary School S.SMC, G.SMC 

Bannockburn Primary School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

Charlton Park Academy D.GMC 

Gallions Mount Primary School D.GMC 

Gordon Primary School D.GMC 

Maritime Minis S.BMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF HACKNEY   

Southwold Primary School G.GMC 

LONDON BOROUGH OF HARINGEY    

Lea Valley Primary School S.SMC, G.SMC  

Vale Primary Resource Base S. GMC  

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF ISLINGTON   

Hargrave Park School D.SMC 

Montem Primary School S.SMC, G.SMC 

Pooles Park Primary School S.SMC, G.GMC 

St Andrewôs (Barnsbury) CE Primary School S.SMC 

St. Josephôs RC Primary School S.GMC, G.GMC 

St. Markôs CE Primary School D.GMC 

  

ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON & CHELSEA  

Bevington Primary School D.GMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

Marlborough Primary School S.GMC, G.GMC 

St Barnabas & St Philipôs C of E Primary School D.GMC, S.SMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF LAMBETH   

Elm Wood Primary School S.GMC 



Hitherfield Primary School D.GMC 

Johanna Primary School Oasis Academy D.BMC 

St. John the Divine C of E Primary School D.GMC 

St. Leonardôs CE Primary School D.GMC, S.GMC 

St Markôs CE Primary School D.SMC 

Telferscot Primary School D.GMC, G.SMC 

The Livity School D.GMC, S.GMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF LEWISHAM   

Kilmorie Primary School S.SMC, G.GMC 

Marvels Lane Primary School D.GMC 

Our Lady and St Philip Neri RC Primary School D.BMC 

Watergate School S.SMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF NEWHAM   

Langdon Academy D.GMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF REDBRIDGE   

Mayespark Primary School D.SMC, S.GMC, G.GMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF RICHMOND   

Carlisle Infant School D.SMC, S.BMC, G.BMC 

Hampton Hill Junior School D.SMC, S.SMC, G.SMC 

Meadlands Primary School S.GMC, G.GMC 

Trafalgar Infant School S. SMC, G.SMC 

  

  

  

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK   

Charles Dickens Primary School D.SMC 

Cherry Garden School S.GMC, G.SMC 

Hollydale Primary School D.BMC, S.GMC 

Nell Gwynn Nursery School S.GMC, G.GMC 

Surrey Square Primary School S.GMC 

Tuke School D.SMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS   

Beatrice Tate D.BMC 

Canary Wharf College S.SMC, G.GMC 

Cubitt Town Junior School D.SMC 

Phoenix School D.GMC 

  

LONDON BOROUGH OF WANDSWORTH   

Alderbrook Primary School G.GMC 

Broomwood Lower School D.SMC 

St Boniface RC Primary School S.SMC G.SMC 

  

CITY OF WESTMINSTER   

Ark King Solomon Academy S.SMC, G.SMC 

Ark King Solomon Academy ï Younger Years S.SMC, G.SMC 

  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


