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Winner of our Front Cover Competition 2018, Cheyene Bing, Aged 16 from Spa School, collecting her prize 

from our Patron HRH The Countess of Wessex 
(Photographer: Peter Holland)   

 
 

 Front cover: Designed by Cheyene Bing (pictured above) 
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Annual Report 2018 

 

Chairmanôs Report 

Hello Young Gardeners, throughout Greater London.  A big "thank youò for all the bulbs, 

flowers and vegetables you grew this year. Lots of schools did new things like rearing little 

chickens or looking after bee hives. We must also thank the teachers, caretakers and parents 

who help you and buy some of the vegetables you grow. Special mention of this yearôs 

painting competition. You can see the winning entry on the cover of this yearôs report. Next 

year (2019) we will ask you to design a Christmas card so get thinking as it's never too early 

to start. I look forward to seeing many of you at our prize and trophy ceremony in October 

but until then I wish you all "Happy Gardening."  

Tony Comben 

Chairman and Trustee 

 

Directorôs Report 

2018 has seen the Society continue to deliver its core objectives of running the Spring Bulb 

and Summer Gardening Competitions as well as hosting the Annual Trophy Ceremony at the 

London Guildhall.  This wouldnôt be possible without the generous support of all of our 

donors (see page 5), staff and volunteers.  I would like to say a special thank you to our two 

biggest supporters the Patrick & Helena Frost Foundation and the Worshipful Company of 

Gardeners, we really do appreciate their continued support.   

Away from the successful delivery of our core objectives we continue to work on increasing 

the number of volunteers who judge on our behalf.  We recently advertised in the NGS 

London Magazine which has led to some additional volunteers, but we continue to look at 

ways to help boost numbers.   

Finally we said a sad goodbye to one of our valued administrators Michelle Cox, who left to 

pursue another opportunity.  We thank her for all her hard work and welcome her 

replacement Mrs Elizabeth Lee to the Society, who some may have met at the recent Trophy 

Ceremony.  

      Emma-Jane McGrath 

Director  

      

Spring Bulb Competition 

We have seen a slight decrease in entries for the 2018 Spring Bulb Competition, with 112 

schools entering, ordering over 18,000 bulbs.  We donated £840 worth of free bulbs to our 

special needs schools this year. 

We would like to thank each of the schools, the children and the teachers/staff for taking part 

in this yearôs competition.  

 

Summer and School Garden Competitions 

2018 saw 105 Schools entering the competition which was slightly down on last year, 

however the volume of seeds sold was increased.  This year we sold over 7000 packets of 

seeds, Sunflower seeds were clearly the favourite selling 923 packets!   

We were pleased to support 18 special needs schools providing them with a total of £350 

worth of free seeds.   

 

A big thank you to our volunteers for taking the time to visit the schools on our behalf and 

judging the childrenôs efforts.  

 

 

 

 



  

Trophy Ceremony 

The 2018 Trophy Ceremony was held in the Livery Hall at the Guildhall and once again we 

would very much like to thank the Chief Commoner, John Scott JP and the Remembrancerôs 

office for allowing us to use this fantastic space. 

This year the awards were presented by our Patron HRH the Countess of Wessex and the Past 

Master of the Worshipful Company of Gardeners, Sir David Green CB QC.   

24 schools attended, receiving trophies and prizes sponsored and donated by the Clemence 

Charitable Trust, Coolingôs Garden Centre, Mr David Longman, Mr Gordon Denney, Mrs 

Janet Gotch, Mr & Mrs Cousins, Mrs T Assirati, Ms McAtamney and the Chairman. 

We also invited the top three winners from our Front Cover Competition to come and receive 

their prizes.   

Special thanks to LBKA for bringing along their Bee Observatory as well Mr Butler and Mr 

Mead for the bulb planting demonstration.  

 

Front Cover Competition  

In the summer we launched our 2018 Front Cover Competition, we invited school children 

across London to design the front cover of this yearôs Annual Report.  

The response was amazing and with nearly 350 entries to judge, we had a really difficult task 

of picking our winners.  

We invited the top three to attend to the Trophy ceremony in October to receive their prize 

from HRH the Countess of Wessex, their designs are also published on our website and of 

course the winning entry by Cheyene Bing from Spa School adorns the front cover of this 

report.  

 

London Childrenôs Flower Society Friendsô Group 

This year thanks to our Council Member Nick Evans, the Friends Group visited Regentôs 

Park for their AGM, with a wonderful tour of the park by Assistant Park Manager, Mark 

Bridger, followed by Lunch at Benugoôs.  Regentôs Park, normally a very green park, showed 

signs of the prolonged hot dry summer this year.  They were hoping for a lot of rain this 

Autumn/Winter in order for the park to recover to its former glory.   

 

As a Member of the Friends Group you will receive the following benefits; 

¶ Organised Horticultural Visits 

¶ Invitation to our AGM 

¶ Regular Newsletters 

¶ Invitation to the Societyôs Annual Trophy Ceremony at The London Guildhall 

 

If you would like to become a member of the Friendsô group, please contact Liz Lee, 

Administrator at info.lcfs@btconnect.com or 01689 821288. 
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History  

 

Founded in 1945 the London Flower Loversô League, held its first competition for growing 

daffodil bulbs in 1948.  The Leagueôs founder was Mrs Alice Street who became the first 

Chairman and remained in that position for 17 years.  In 1967 the League became a registered 

charity and in 1974 the name was changed to the London Childrenôs Flower Society. 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother was the Societyôs patron until her demise in 

2002.  In 2004 we were pleased to announce that Her Royal Highness the Countess of 

Wessex had agreed to become our new patron and has attended several events on behalf of 

the Society.   

Since its foundation more than 70 years ago, the Society has given young school children, the 

opportunity to take an interest in horticulture.  We currently support approximately 200 

schools and their teachers in encouraging some 40,000 children to take part in our Spring and 

Summer Competitions.  Each child is given simple instructions on how to grow the plants and 

they take them home to nurture or grow them at school.  When they are in full bloom our 

team of volunteer judges attend and award certificates to each child.  This activity enhances 

the national curriculum in subjects as varied as Art, English, Religious Education and 

Science. The children are stimulated into trying something new and something, we believe, 

will give them a continuing interest in nature throughout their lives.  

In our early years the then London County Council, provided us with a small grant to help the 

strained financial position.  That support was continued by the Inner London Education 

Authority until its demise in 1990.  Now we rely entirely upon grants and donations from 

private individuals, Charitable Trusts and London Borough Councils.   

In recognition of her work, Mrs Alice Street was given a memorial plaque which still sits in 

Peckham Rye Park. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Alice Street (far left) 
visiting Rathfern Primary 
School in Lewisham with 
HRH Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother in 
1964 



  

 

We thank everyone who has kindly helped us and we are especially grateful to the 

following for donations, grants and sponsorship during the financial year: 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Church, Childrenõs Charity 

Mrs A Assirati  

Mr Stephen Bernhard  
 

 

BidFX  
Mr N A Chalmers  

The Cleary Foundation  

 

 
Clemence Charitable Tr ust  

Mr & Mrs A V Comben  

Coolingõs Garden Centre 
 

 

Mr & Mrs Cousins  
Mr G H Denney  

Patrick & Helena Frost Foundation  

 
 

Mrs Janet Gotch  

Mr J Mead  

Ms A McAtamney  
 

 

Guild of the Nineteen Lubricators  
St Jamesõ Place Foundation  

Miss S Stansfield  

 
 

The Tanner Tr ust  

Mr & Mrs Webb  
Worshipful Company of Gardeners  



  

Financial Report 2017/18 

 

As always we are greatly indebted to our very generous benefactors for their donations to the 

Society without which we would be unable to operate. Some of these donations are very large 

and make up a significant proportion of the Societyôs income and there is always a risk that 

these donations may not continue every year. For this reason the Council agreed some time 

ago that the Society should maintain a reserve fund of about two years basic operating costs. 

This has been built up in the past but recently there have been slight deficits each year and 

this has again been the case for this year. We therefore continue to seek new funding sources 

and to look at ways in which we can keep up the momentum in the number of schools 

participating in our competitions. 

     Raymond Cousins, Hon. Treasurer 

 
      Incoming Resources     Resources Expended  
                              £ £                                     £ £ 
Donations   21,419 Establishment & Office:  

                         Office Equipment 
                          Advertising  

 
471 
360 

 
Income from Charitable Activities   Website 

 Insurances 
37 

795 
 

Entry Fees:    Printing & Stationery 528  
    Spring Competition 4901   Postage &     

Telephone 
674  

    Summer Competition 2,623   Rent, Rates & Utilities 2,725  
    Pots 1,630   Sundry 2,032  
    Staff Payments 4,708  
CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ 210   Travel 71 12,401 
  9,364      
 
 

  
 

Direct Charitable Expenditure:  

Bank Interest  103    Spring Comp. bulbs 4,898  
      Summer Comp. seeds 1786  
Other   1,895    Trophy Ceremony  1,571  
      Prizes  832  
      Printing & Stationery 808  

Total =  32,781    Postage 1,153  
      Staff Payments 8,743  
                      FriŜƴŘǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ 269 20060 
      
      Governance Cost  684 
                                                  Total  33,145 
       
      

Total Incoming Resources  32,781   Assets of the Society   
Total Resources Expended  33,145                                    Current 

Assets  
 56,243 

  Net (Outgoing) Resources 
2017/18 

(364)                                    Creditors  (1,034) 

                         Net Current Assets                                     55,209 
Copies of the full Financial Statemenǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

 

 

 

 

 



  

TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2018  

 

The Spring Bulb Competition 

 

THE ALICE STREET PERPETUAL CUP 

(Best Display of Spring Bulbs) 

£400 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden  

Merryhills Primary School, Enf ield 

 

 

THE CRANFIELD TROPHY 

(Runner up to Best Display of Spring Bulbs) 

£100 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden 

Stephen Hawking School, Tower Hamlets 

 

 

THE NELLIE WATSON CHALLENGE CUP 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

St. Markôs CE Primary School, Islington 

 

 

THE ROSEMARY ANN CHALLENGE CUP 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

John Scurr Primary School, Tower Hamlets 

 

 

THE LONGMAN CUP 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Orchard Primary School, Bexley 

 

 

THE ELIZABETHAN TROPHY 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Hoxton Garden Primary School, Hackney 

 

 

THE F E CLEARY CHALLENGE CUP  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

St. Johnôs Group, The Urswick School, Hackney 

 
ef 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2018 

 

The School Garden Competition 
 

THE QUEEN ELIZABETH CUP 

(Best School Garden Award)  

£400 towards an educational visit to a Public Garden  

Valence Primary School, Barking & Dagenham 

 

THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF GARDENERS AWARD  

(Runner up to Best School Garden Award)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Gallions Primary School, Newham 

 

THE CHAIRMANôS CUP  

(Best Garden for Wildlife) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Hargrave Park School, Islington 

 

THE ALAN TITCHMARSH AWARD 

(For the most environmentally friendly garden)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Reay Primary School, Lambeth 

 

THE PATRICIA CHALLENGE CUP 

(School garden of greatest educational value)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Chisenhale Primary School, Tower Hamlets 

 

THE MERIAL GOLLIN CHALLENGE CUP  

(Best garden achieved under most difficult conditions) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Living Spring Montessori Nursery, Brent 

 

THE ALICE STREET TROPHY 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Phoenix School, Tower Hamlets 

 

THE FLOWER BOX TROPHY  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Mayflower Primary School, Tower Hamlets 

 
ef 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

TROPHIES AWARDED DURING 2018 

 

The Summer Competition 

 

THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTERôS AWARD 

(Best Display of Summer Seeds ï Flowers/Vegetables) 

Educational visit to the The LookOut Discovery Centre in Hyde Park 

Wilbury Primary School, Enfield  

 

 

THE SHEWELL-COOPER AWARD 

(For the growing of vegetables)  

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Tottenhall Infant & Childrenôs Centre, Enfield 

 

 

THE SUMMER FLOWER GROWING AWARD  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Montem Primary School, Islington 

 

 

THE WHITLOCK CHALLENGE CUP  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Carlisle Infant School, Richmond 

 

 

THE L C LAWS TROPHY  

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Lea Valley Primary School, Haringey 

 

 

THE FIONA TROPHY 

(Highly Commended) 

£20 National Garden Centre Gift Voucher and goody bag 

Linden Lodge School, Wandsworth 

 

 

 

 
ef 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




